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of Finances and that personally he valued my services very
highly. As for the occupation of the Chinese ports, ho
said, the matter had already been settled beyond recall and
that the future would show whether it was a right or wrong
step. In the meantime the Emperor asked my assistance in
carrying out his newly inaugurated policy in the Far Mast.
The Chinese Government was reluctant to comply with
our demands. The Empress Regent, together with the
young Chinese Emperor, had gone to her summer residence,
in the vicinity of Peking. Under the influence of KngHsh
and Japanese diplomats, she obstinately refused to make
any concessions. Seeing that under the circumstances,
should we fail to reach an agreement with China, blood-
shed vas likely to take place, I wired to the agent of my
ministry in Peking to see Li Hung Chang and Chang Ing
Huan, another high offi'cial, and to advise them in my name
to corne to terms with us, I instructed the ^gcnt to offer
these two statesmen valuable presents amounting to 500,000
and 250,000 rubles respectively. This was the first time
that I resorted to bribing in my negotiations with China-
men.
Largely under the influence of the fact that a number
of our warships, cleared for action, lay off Port Arthur,
the two statesmen went to the Empress intent on persuading
her to yield. Finally, the Empress consented to sign the
agreement. This came as a pleasant surprise to His
Majesty. The agreement was signed on March 15, 1898,
by Li Hung Chang and Chang Ing Huan, on the one
hand, and our Charge d'affaires, on the other. The act was
a violation of our traditional relations with the Chinese
Empire, In speaking to the German Ambassador, Prince
Radolin, about our occupation of Port Arthur, I remember,
^characterized our policy as "child's play which will end
disastrously." It was a fatal step, which eventually brought
about the unhappy Japanese War and the subsequent